
 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
4511 Sixth Avenue, Kearney, NE 68845 

www.fpckearney.org  (308) 234- 4543 

INFORMATION FOR VISITORS  
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church !  We want you to feel comfortable 

and at ease in your surroundings.  The following services are available to aid your 

comfort  in  worship.   Please inform  the  ushers  of  your  particular  needs. 

o Nursery Staff will welcome your infants and toddlers. 

o Wireless hearing aids, large-print bulletins, and large-print Bibles  

o Childrenôs bulletins, activity backpacks, and Bibles  
 

Please turn all cell phones and pagers to vibrate during the worship service! 
 

Visitors and members are urged to record your presence at worship on the friendship pads 

which are in the pews.  Please include your address, phone number, email, and any other 

information you wish to share with us and acquaint yourself with those sharing the pew. 
 

Media Policy: In this digital age the church takes many pictures and/or recordings of 

baptisms, worship services, special events, activities, Sunday School, youth groups, etc.  

The First Presbyterian Church USA (FPC) uses these to record, promote, and celebrate 

our church ministry through many different venues including, but not limited to, our 

church website, social media, publications, etc.  FPC understands that some people may 

choose not to have their image used and the church wants to respect their wishes.  

Therefore, FPC asks that those individuals or families who may prefer NOT to have 

images of themselves used by the church to provide the church with a written request, 

and the church will honor their wishes. 
 

Anyone wishing to unite with the church, please let the Rev. Price-Gibson know. 
 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US! 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE  OFFICE HOURS 

9:15/9:30 am Adult/Youth Sunday School  Monday through Thursday: 

10:30 am Worship Service  8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Coffee Fellowship following Worship  Friday: 8:30 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Minister:  Every Member of This Church 

 Rev. Dr. Stephen Price-Gibson, Pastor Sandy McKirahan, Music Director 

 Rose Miller, Office Administrator    Sharon Rees, Accompanist 

 Clayton Moyer, Chancel Choir Director Kelsey Cobb & Madison Cobb, Nursery  

 Angela Wright, Bell Choir Director Connie Moon & Susan Wallace, Organists 

 Rona Newby & Josh Townsend, Website Coordinators Dennis Shultz, Custodian 

Web-site:   www.fpckearney.org 
 

Should you have a need for pastoral care, please contact  

Rev. Stephen Price-Gibson at 308-380-0908 or email spricegibson@hotmail.com.  
  



 

Preparation for Worship  

In the days of His earthly ministry, only those could speak to him who came where 

He was: if He was in Galilee, men could not find Him in Jerusalem; if He was in 

Jerusalem, men could not find Him in Galilee.  

His Ascension means that He is perfectly united with God; we are with Him 

wherever we are present to God; and that is everywhere and always.  Because He is 

"in Heaven" He is everywhere on earth: because He is ascended, He is here now.   

~Archbishop William Temple 

 

May 28, 2017                    WORSHIP FOR THE LORDôS DAY                     10:30 AM 

     Ascension of the Lord 

     *All rise in body or spirit.  

PRELUDE               ñLand of Restò       Wilbur Held 

WELCOME         Stephen Price-Gibson 

Greeting and Announcements 

Welcoming One Another 

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Linda Blackman, Liturgist 

The Lord is risen!  Alleluia!   

Alleluia!   The Lord is risen indeed!   

Clap your hands, all you peoples! 

God has gone up with a shout of joy. 

Let us worship God. 

*HYMN             ñCome, Christians, Join to Singò             No. 267 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Living God, we confess that we look for the living among the dead. 

You made Christ the head of the church; still we seek to exalt ourselves. 

You put all things under his feet; still we seek to humble others. 

Forgive us; give us new life! 

Lift up our hearts to heaven, where your new life awaits us,   

the life that death cannot destroy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Sung Response       ñLord, Have Mercyò             No. 576 

 

Declaration of Pardon 

Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn? 

Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  

The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sung Response           ñBe Not Afraidò              No. 243 

 

CHILDRENôS TIME 

SPECIAL MUSIC      ñBlades of Grass and Pure White Stonesò      arr. Keith Christopher 

     Linda Blackman, vocalist 
  



THE WORD 

Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray: 

O God, by your Spirit tell us what we need to hear,  

and show us what we ought to do, 

to obey Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.  

First Reading             Acts 1:1-11 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

Psalm         (Psalm 47) ñClap Your Hands, O Faithful People!ò         See Insert 

Gospel Reading        Luke 24:44-53 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sermon   "RESTORING THE KINGDOM" 

*HYMN           ñMine Eyes Have Seen the Gloryò             No. 354 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH            Philippians 2:5-11 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of deathðeven death on a 

cross.  

Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the 

glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord!  Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lordôs Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Offertory      ñAdagioò            L. V. Beethoven 

*Presentation        ñPraise God, from Whom All Blessings Flowò            No. 609 

 

*Dedication Prayer 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, God of all creation;  

through your  goodness we have these gifts to share.  

Accept and use our offering for your glory  

and for the service of your kingdom.  Amen.  

*HYMN           ñCrown Him with Many Crownsò             No. 268 

*BLESSING              Hebrews 13:20-21 
  



*SUNG BENEDICTION      ñFarewell, Good Friends!ò             No. 540 

 

*POSTLUDE        ñCrown Him With Many Crownsò         Charles Callahan 
 

We cordially invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship every Sunday 

morning in the Family Life Center following the Worship Service.  

 

Liturgist:   Linda Blackman 

Acolyte:  Derrick Nonhof 

Greeters/Ushers:  Georgia Byrn, Barb Friskopp, Rodger and Kay Payne,  

 Gayle Woodruff, and Ann Young 

Coffee Host(s):  Cookie Canteen 

Organist:  Connie Moon 

Accompanist:  Sharon Rees 

Sound System Technician:  Josh Hofer 

Nursery Attendants:  Kelsey Cobb and Madison Cobb 
 

The flower bouquets this morning are given by Julia Tye in honor of my parents John 

and Jean Esther Dale 62nd Anniversary. 
 

 

 

May 21, 2017 

Church Attendance:  90    Mission of Change:  $46.24 
 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

June 4, 2017  --  Wear your RED! 

MAY MINISTRY OF COMPASSION  
The May Ministry of Compassion is RAFT (Residential Assistance for Families in 

Transition).  Their needs are posted in the Narthex. 
 

 

MARTHA CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY  
Wednesday, June 7 ï 5:30 PM 

We will be meeting for an End-of-Year potluck supper.  It will happen at 5:30 pm on 

June 7.   Bring a dish to share and come and enjoy good food and fellowship.     
 

Read Hebrews for a jump start on the Fall Bible study.  The title of the study is ñCloud of 

Witness: The Community of Christ in Hebrews.ò     
 
 

SEMINARY TALK  
Sunday, June 11 ï 9:15 AM  

What are they teaching in seminary these days?  Come and find out when Sharon Rees 

gives a talk on Sunday, June 11 at 9:15 am.  She will discuss the texts and classes that she 

took this last spring ï Reformation through Modern Day Church History and Christian 

Caregiving: Ministering Wholeness in Christ. Come join Sharon on her ministry journey! 
 
 

90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION  
Sunday, June 11 ï 12:00 PM 

The York Family invites members and friends of First Presbyterian Church to join them 

for a light buffet lunch and birthday cake to honor Mary E. York  on her 90th birthday.  

This celebration is in lieu of the normal coffee hour and will begin at noon.  And will last. 

. . as long as you care to stay and listen to some musical entertainment from Mary's three 

grandkids. 
 
 

TO ALL MEN WHO LOVE TO SING  
Since most church choirs take a vacation in the summer months, if youôd like to keep 

singing youôre invited to sing with the Kearney Area 1733 Chorus whenever youôre 

available this summer.  We sing four-part a cappella music.  Rehearsals are Monday 

evenings (except for May 29) at the Countryside Christian Church, 3203 8th Avenue at 

7:30 pm (come in the south door) and weôll rehearse the church songs until about 8:30 

pm.  For more information contact Fran Wilson at frjgwils@yahoo.com or 234-5376. 

  



For Our Prayers 
Our Members: 

Bryan Allen       The Family of Dick Swett 

Jesse Cobb and Family      Evelyn Vohland 

Jennifer Nicol       Mary York 

Mabel Patterson       Ann Young 
 

Our Friends of the Church: 

Jim Deupree (brother of Bev Gustafson)    Deanna Stewart (friend of Pat Hild) 

Holly Hild (daughter-in-law of Jack & Pat Hild)   Gail Stover (cousin of Lynn Shaffer) 

Cindy Malone (daughter of Vi Pimper) 

Terry & Jeannette Hillman (friends of Gary & Donna Murphy) 
 

Our Loved Ones In Service To Our Country:  

Brian AdamsðArmy      Kristin Lindenstein-ShnellðUSAF 

Danelle NelsonðANG      Ryan RowherðArmy 

David HildðGuard      Greg StevensðUSMC 

Amy JacobsonðGuard      Linda YoubergðNavy 
 

Our Presbytery and the Wider Church: 

Steven Deines, serving Axtell     First Presbyterian Church of Benkelman 
 

Please help our Church office keep our prayer list current. 

Unless otherwise requested we will keep names on the prayer list for four weeks. 
 

 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
The Pentecost Offering focuses on a particularly important phase in life, the time from 

childhood to young adulthood, often referred to as ñthe first third of lifeò.  How are the 

gifts to the Pentecost Offering used: 

¶ 40% stays in our community developing and supporting programs for children at 
risk, youth and young adults. 

¶ 25% supports Young Adult Volunteers providing opportunities for young adults 
to serve in communities around the world and grow as leaders through 
transformative Christian service. 

¶ 25% goes to Ministries with Youth helping to guide our youth by uniting them in 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ 

¶ 10% advocates for at-risk children supporting vital ministries to improve 

education and provide a safe haven for children across the globe. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

June 11-15, 2017 
Light supper served at 5:30 PM 

Events 6:00 PM-8:30 PM 
First Presbyterian Church is hosting the combined VBS with Family of Christ Lutheran 

Church and St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church. 
 

How can you be involved with this exciting event in the life of our congregation? 
 

*Register your children and grandchildren! (3 years to 5
th
 Grade) 

 Register  today:  Forms available in the Narthex or church  office or 

 online at vbspro.events/p/Peru2017. 

*Volunteer to help lead a crew or station!  

*Donate food for the evening meals! 

*Financial support. We never charge for VBS,  

  but it costs approximately $35 per child.  
 

And most importantly, your prayers for the ongoing work sharing Godôs Good Gifts with 

the youth of our congregation and community. 
 

For more information: Contact Julie Tye, Lorraine Feind, or the church office. 
 

VBS NEEDS 
As part of our responsibilities as the host church for VBS, we are asked to provide the 

light meal each evening at 5:30 pm.  Weôll plan for about 75 Sunday-Thursday.  The cost 

will be divided between the 3 partnering churches.  As a way to keep costs down and 

volunteerism up, I am asking that our church furnish the dessert nightly.  Some of the 

things weôll need are 8 dozen of each cookies, bars, cupcakes and ice cream sandwiches.  

Additional items are graham crackers, marshmallow crème and chocolate frosting.  There 

are sign-up sheets in the Narthex.  Also, does anyone have a gas grill we can use on 

June 11th?  Contact Lorraine Feind at glfeind@charter.net or 390-7455.   

 

 

 

 

 



MEALS ON WHEELS VOLUNTEERS  
Members from our church deliver Meals on Wheels on Tuesdays on an every other week 

basis.  Please contact Pat Hild at 236-9989 if you would like to help.  It takes an hour to 

an hour and a half for teams of two people.  Join us in this worthwhile mission.   
 

 

SYNOD SCHOOL 2017 ñLet Justice Flowò 
July 23-28, 2017 -- Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa 

Synod School is a special learning and personal enrichment experience for all ages.  We 

seek to create an environment of hospitality, healing and hope.  The week is designed for 

individuals and families, laity and clergy.  Classes and activities are available for adults, 

youth and childrenïsome separately, some intergenerational. 
 

Course catalog and registration information is available online www.lakesandprairies.org.  

To register, log on to https://www.regonline.com/Synod-School-2017.  Registration 

deadline is July 1, 2017.  Scholarship money is available from the Presbytery and 

Synod to help ensure that Synod School is affordable for everyone.  Contact Rose in the 

church office for more information.   
 

 

2017 CAMPING/CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Deadline to submit application(s) is July 19th. 
 

Camping and Conference Scholarship Funding Guidelines 
1. Participation of youth and/or youthôs family in a church in Central Nebraska 

Presbytery. 

2. The funding available for scholarships is not unlimited and applications are 

considered as they are received; therefore, timely submission is recommended. 

3. Scholarship awards will be made on a case-by-case basis; grants will not exceed 

50% of event cost or $200 whichever is less. 

4. If for any reason the youth does not attend the event all scholarship dollars must be 

returned or if the total amount requested is not used all unused dollars shall be 

returned. 

5. All scholarships will be made payable to their home church. 

6. Scholarships are available for youth K-12th grades. 

7. Scholarship applications will not be accepted after the July 19th deadline. 
 

The application form is available on the Presbyteryôs website, www.centralnepresby.org 

under the Committees section (Presbytery Youth Ministry Committee).  If you have 

questions, please contact the Youth Committee Chair, Dan Davis at 

revdanlwupc@gmail.com.  
 

  


